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2017 TAAT CONFERENCE AGENDA 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017 

New Computing Platforms for Transition 
Mike Mann 

 
Room:  Quarter Horse/Palomino 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Assessment, Physical Disabilities, Transition, Technology 
Integration 
 
Students move from place to place at school and need to take their computing technology along with them. 
This session explores new computing platforms and helps you make decisions about alternatives for students 
in transition to college and work. Learn what you need to know about operating systems, hybrids, tablets, 
Chromebooks, smart watches, and more.  
 

 TLW be able to determine the best operating system for specific disabilities. 
 TLW demonstrate the ability to select an alternate computing platform based on intended use. 
 TLW be able to estimate the cost of selected interventions. 

 
Consideration for AT 

Shayla Noel-Spaulding and Alison Randolph 
 
Room:  Salon 1-2 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Assessment, Physical Disabilities, Transition, K - 12 Grade 
applicable 
 
The 1997 re-authorization of the IDEA included the requirement that each IEP team consider a list of special 
factors in the development, review, and revision of the student’s IEP. The special factors addressed in IDEA are 
not exclusionary.  The consideration of hearing, visual and physical support are all but a few that are integral to 
assistive technology review of support for students. 
The requirement to consider the need for assistive technology devices and services brings the issue of assistive 
technology to every IEP team. In order for IEP teams to be able to effectively address assistive technology 
devices and services, teams must use a collaborative decision-making process and data based evidence.  
Members must go beyond reviewing the potential technology capability and must instead first look at 
student's strengths and weaknesses, environment as well as task requirements and inclusionary participation. 
 

 TLW clearly delineate and identify the definition of AT "devices" versus AT "services", as stated by IDEIA 
and interpreted by State of TN. 

8:00 - 9:00 AM  
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 TLW describe the process for using the school districts IEP team plan to support consideration decisions 

for assistive technology. 
 TLW clearly define the difference between educational technology versus assistive technology. 
 TLW identify need versus benefit as it relates to team consideration for accommodating tools and 

supports. 
 TLW support team member's collection of data-based evidence about the student, environment and 

task using tools and resources provided within this session. 
 
 

Wearable AT for Low Vision for Transition to a Post-Secondary/Vocational Environment 
Jeremy St. Pierre 

 
Room:  Salon 3-4 
Presentation Focus:  New Computing Platforms for Transition Accessible Instructional Media, Assessment, 
Physical Disabilities, Transition 
 
This session will focus on new AT devices that can increase the independence of individuals with low vision. 
Emphasis will be made on these devices ability to aid in transition into a college or employment environment 
upon the 
completion of high school. We will be covering wearable CCTV devices, as well as wearable OCR and mobility 
aids. Features will be outlined that distinguish various devices as well as similarities and related costs of AT 
devices. All devices discussed will range from low to high tech. Appropriate device selection will also be 
discussed. 
 

 TLW be able to identify AT devices that can increase independence for individuals with low vision. 
 TLW be able to describe how AT devices can aid in transition to post-secondary/vocational 

environments. 
 TLW be able to identify and locate appropriate devices for individuals based on their needs. 

 
 

Speech Language Therapy in a Snap 
Julie Jenkins and Rebecca Barr 

 
Room:   Williamson 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning 
Disabilities, Evidence-based Practices, Speech/Language Interventions, Applicable to K-6 grades 
 
Snap Scenes by Tobii Dynavox is an easy to use, instant scene-based communication and language learning 
app.  Based on the evidence for using Visual Scene Displays for communication and language, Snap Scenes is 
perfect for in-the-moment learning. This session will provide participants with an understanding of the basic 
functions and use of the app and will expand on that understanding by focusing on specific ways to implement 
this app in speech/language therapy sessions. Both SLPs and other educators alike will leave the session with 
ideas for utilizing this app to promote communication skills for students with receptive/expressive language 
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impairments, articulation impairments, and social skill deficits.  A free trial of the Snap Scenes app can be 
downloaded for the iPad from the iTunes App Store. 
 

 TLW understand the evidence behind the use of Visual Scene Displays, such as Snap Scenes app.  
 TLW demonstrate an understanding how to create a visual scene using the Snap Scene app.  
 TLW identify 3 activities for speech and language therapy that could be created using the Snap Scenes 

App.  
 
 

AAC and IEPs: A step-by-step process 
Dr. Alexandra Da Fonte 

 
Room:   Franklin 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication 
 
A key element in writing individualized Education Programs (IEPs) is identifying skills for increasing overall 
independence and identifying strategies for implementation.  With the increased number of students with 
complex communication needs (CCN) who require the use of augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC) systems, there is an increased need for special education teachers to understand how to address these 
strategies within the student’s goals.  AAC is an evidence-based practice that is instrumental in increasing the 
functional skills of students with CCN.  Unfortunately, writing effective IEPs that incorporate AAC strategies for 
students with CCN can be challenging.  One reason is that many special education teachers lack adequate AAC 
training.  Yet, special education teachers are primarily responsible for implementing day-to-day AAC services 
for their students.  This session will focus on how special education teachers can incorporate AAC strategies 
into the IEP and key considerations of this process.  
 

 TLW explain the importance of integrating AAC needs and strategies within the student’s IEP;  
 TLW describe how these components can be embedded in a functional and meaningful matter 

within the IEP 
 TLW describe additional considerations in the integration of AAC in the IEP. 
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Mathematical Problem Solving Using Simulated Real-Life Video Modeling 
Luann Ley Davis 

 
Room:    Quarter Horse/Palomino 
Skill Level:  Any level, (Beginner to Advanced) 
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated 
Instruction, Evidence-based Practices, K - 12 Grade applicable, Technology Integration, Inclusion/Cooperative 
Learning 
 
Applying mathematical concepts is a part of daily life as people navigate their worlds. Mathematical concepts 
are an integral part of everyday life and include such things as making purchases, creating budgets, utilizing 
calendars for planning purposes, calculating wages, determining distances, determining temperatures, and 
understanding time.  According to Unfortunately, individuals with disabilities lack mastery of early numeracy 
skills (e.g., counting, creating number sets, measurement, extending patterns, and using calendars for future 
planning).  
 
Video prompting can be used to teach mathematical word problem solving skills using real-life video 
simulations that promote generalization of these skills to real word experiences.  This session will share the 
results of a study that used evidence-based instructional strategies in mathematical problem solving through 
real-life video simulations to middle-school students with moderate/severe intellectual disability.  
 

 TLW describe strategies for utilizing real-life video simulation to teach mathematical problem solving 
for students with moderate/severe disabilities with video demonstrations 

 TLW identify and describe strategies that can be used to promote generalization of mathematical 
problem-solving skills to real-life environments for students with moderate/severe disabilities  

 TLW define the benefits and challenges of using technology in delivering self-monitored instructional 
content for students with diverse needs 

 TLW identify and use evidence-based strategies, including systematic instruction and direct instruction, 
to provide adaptive math instruction in the classroom. 

 
 

Using Low & High Tech AAC to Implement Preschool Groups 
Emily Noss and Allison Wegman 

 
Room:  Salon 1 -2  
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced  
Presentation Focus:  Speech/Language Interventions, AAC, Differentiated Instruction, AIM, Literacy  
 

9:15 - 10:15 AM 
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How can SLPs who work with children who have complex communication needs enhance language and literacy 
in preschool groups?   For children with limited speech or spoken language, the use of (AAC) strategies or 
systems provides a way to gain access to language. Children who benefit from AAC devices are a 
heterogeneous group with varying language and literacy needs.  Research has demonstrated that AAC 
strategies, whether pairing pictures with objects to increase requesting or introducing children to voice output 
systems, increase language abilities.  This session will demonstrate a group for preschoolers who use low-tech 
and/or high-tech AAC.  Strategies to enhance communication, behavior, language and literacy will be 
discussed.  Thematic units for a yearly rotation will be provided, as well as emergent literacy goals with books.  
How can SLPs who work with children who have complex communication needs enhance language and literacy 
in preschool groups?   For children with limited speech or spoken language, the use of (AAC) strategies or 
systems provides a way to gain access to language.  Children who benefit from AAC devices are a 
heterogeneous group with varying language and literacy needs.  Research has demonstrated that AAC 
strategies, whether pairing pictures with objects to increase requesting or introducing children to voice output 
systems, increase language abilities.   
This session will demonstrate a group for preschoolers who use low-tech and/or high-tech AAC.  Strategies to 
enhance communication, behavior, language and literacy will be discussed.  Thematic units for a yearly 
rotation will be provided, as well as emergent literacy goals with books. 
 

 TLW identify specific Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) strategies to utilize to 
develop/enhance communication, behavior, language, and literacy for preschoolers. 

 TLW identify specific AAC theme based activities that can be utilized in preschool groups throughout 
the year. 

 TLW identify specific book activities that will address emergent literacy skills with preschoolers who use 
AAC. 
 
 

Expanding Expression in Your Students Using a Multi-Sensory Approach 
Christy Lucich and Maria Reeves 

  
Room:  Salon 3 - 4  
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated 
Instruction, Speech/Language Interventions, K - 12 Grade applicable  
 
We have been taught as educators and therapists to use a variety of learning modalities to reach all learners.  
Story telling/writing is abstract to many of our students.  In this session, we will introduce the Expanding 
Expression Tool as a multi-sensory approach to increase a child's ability to describe using various language 
elements including category, function, appearance, composition, parts, and location.  This approach can be 
utilized to increase vocabulary and complexity of language for oral and written narratives.  As a group, we will 
brainstorm how this technique can be differentiated to all levels of students and a variety of writing tasks. 
 

 TLW describe a rationale for using a multi-sensory approach to writing. 
 TLW explain how oral language development and written language development are related. 
 TLW use the Expanding Expression Tool to give details about an item. 
 TLW identify activities and ideas for using a multi-sensory approach to expand student's writing.  
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Explore Core Language with the Snap + Core First Communication Software 
Loyal Truong and Patrick Brune 

**Tobii-Dynavox Representatives 
 

Room:  Williamson 
Skill Level:  Beginner, Intermediate  
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Evidence-based Practices, Speech/Language 
Interventions, K - 12 Grade applicable, Technology Integration 
 
In this session participants will be provided an overview of core vocabulary and how it is implemented in the 
Tobii Dynavox Snap + Core First communication software. Participants will learn basic applications of Snap + 
Core First and the free Pathways Companion app.  They will explore various communication pages, navigation 
of communication tools, and strategies for implementing a core word approach for emergent, context-
dependent, and independent users. 
 

 TLW describe three core word features within the Snap plus Core First page set. 
 TLW list three strategies that address language development and/or literacy learning through core 

word approach.  
 TLW identify two components of the Pathways companion app.  

 
 

"Google Gone Wild" Google Add-Ons & Chrome Extensions for Special Needs 
Kimberly Reynolds and Terrilyn Ladd 

 
Room:  Franklin 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Inclusive Learning, Literacy, Curriculum Modification, 
Technology Integration 
 
Did you know that technology can be a powerful tool to assist students with special needs or any sort of 
learning challenge?  In particular Google Add-Ons, Chrome Extensions, and Chromebooks built in Accessibility 
features. There are many tools and features for the Google suite of products that provide accessibility or other 
accommodations for users with special needs.  Some of these tools and features are created by Google and 
some are built right into your devices.  
 
“Stake Out” with us for a “spell” as we share our “War Bag” of add-ons and extensions as well as learn how to 
use some of the built-in accessibility features on your Chromebook. Learn how to install and manage a wide 
variety of web extensions that may possibly provide the tools that can help some learners, regardless of ability 
level." 
 

 TLW demonstrate the skills necessary to adjust the built-in accessibility features of the Chromebook 
 TLW be able to identify and describe supportive apps to meet specific student needs online and on the 

Chrome store 
 TLW be able to identify strategies and examples of use to most of tools that extend Google capabilities 
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Switch Adapting Toys and Devices 

Ezra Reynolds 
 

Room:  Quarter Horse/Palomino 
Skill Level:  Beginner 
 
Many toys are inaccessible to children with disabilities.  To activate these toys, many require a child to have a 
fine-motor skill that the child may not have – e.g. pinching the toy’s nose/ear/belly, etc.  A child may not have 
fine motor control (or fingers, arms, etc.).  Some children don’t even have a good grasp of cause and effect due 
to their lack of control.  Switch-adapting a toy allows the toy to be turned on via different motor abilities – for 
example, a gross-motor motion could be substituted for the “pincer” grasp.  This can allow children the ability 
to play with the toys.  While switch-adapted toys can be bought from various sources, they are often ten times 
the cost of a normal toy.  Most toys can be switch-adapted in 30 minutes or less.  This presentation will have 
handouts as well as a live demonstration of toy adapting. 
 

 TLW identify which types of toys are easiest (and hardest!) to adapt (what)                                                                                                              
 TLW describe the process for basic toy adaptation (how)                                                                                                                                            
 TLW describe the basic circuit theory involved in the adaptation process (why) 

 
 

Cowboy Up! Improving Student Success and IPP: UW ECHO 
Mary Jo Cooley Hidecker and Christine Victor 

 
Room:  Salon 1- 2 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced  
Presentation Focus:  AAC, Assessment, Autism Supports, Behavioral/Emotional Disorders, Cognitive/Learning 
Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated Instruction, Evidence-based Practices, Physical Disabilities, 
Switch Access Technology, Transition, K - 12 Grade applicable, AIM, Technology Integration, Universal Design 
for Learning, Inclusion/Cooperative Learning 
 
 Assistive technology can be life-changing for many, however it is often either never identified or "left in a 
closet" for too many other students.  This is unacceptable.  While implementation challenges are not isolated 
to rural communities, the separation from peers, both for the student and the professional, amplifies this 
challenge. Our presentation will highlight engagement strategies implemented in Wyoming that are now 
connecting professionals with the potential to increase student success across the globe. 
 

 TLW identify at least three challenges in the identification and implementation of appropriate assistive 
technology (AT) 

 TLW discuss three benefits of the coaching model 

10:30 - 11:30 AM 
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 TLW describe the key components of UW ECHO in AT 
 TLW explain inter-professional education and inter-professional practice (IPP) in UW ECHO in AT 

network 
 
 

Getting to the Core:  Teaching AAC Core Vocabulary                                                                      
(Free Resources for Books, Lessons, and Activities) 

Felicia Bowers and Sara Miller 
 
Room:  Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Speech/Language Interventions, K - 12 
Grade applicable 
 
Teaching core vocabulary can sometimes seem like an overwhelming task.  Where do I start?  What words do I 
teach?  What words do I teach first and in what order?  Where can I find resources?  Do not worry it is really 
quite easy.  In this session, you will learn tips and techniques to teach AAC core vocabulary that will work for a 
variety of AAC systems and communicators.  You will receive information to assist you in choosing which core 
words to teach. You will also learn how to access free resources available to use in your classroom and therapy 
sessions 
 

 TLW be able to identify AAC Core Vocabulary-Examples of beginning core vocabulary lists, resources for 
teaching core words, and the two main color coding systems used in AAC Fitzgerald/Goosens, Crain, 
and Elder 

 TLW be able to locate and use resources that provide examples and free AAC core vocabulary books, 
activities, and lesson plans 

 TLW be able to describe implementation ideas and share resources with other professionals upon 
return to the classroom" 

 
Adapted Books…Let’s Play 

Julie Jenkins and Kim Abbott 
 

Room:  Williamson 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated Instruction, K - 12 
Grade applicable, Universal Design for Learning, Inclusion/Cooperative Learning 
 
Giving our kids easy access to literacy is a focus in all our classrooms. In this session, you will learn multiple 
ways to adapt books for students and make some of your own! This is a hands-on session so bring some books 
with you and we will show you different permanent and temporary ways to adapt them for your kids. 
 

 TLW identify different ways in which books can be adapted to meet various student needs                                                                                                                
 TLW identify materials/resources that can be used to create adapted books                                                               
 TLW be able to successfully modify one book to take back to the classroom                                                                                         
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For the Hack of It: Tricks for Adapting Technology for the Classroom 
Leigh Ann Harbort and Evan Hughes 

 
Room:  Franklin 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum 
Modification/Differentiated Instruction, Physical Disabilities, Switch Access Technology, Technology Integration 
 
In our adapted technology lab, we work with students ages 3-22 with complex accessibility issues, both 
cognitive and physical.  Due to our wide range of student sizes, ages and needs, we have to be creative in 
helping our students access technology.  We combine commercially available products and items that are 
common in the classroom, school or available at a discount store to create systems for each individual.   
 
In this session, we will be demonstrating some of our most successful "classroom hacks" using items that we 
repurpose or recycle.  Pool noodles and hula hoops are not just for summer activities, IKEA is not just for 
furniture, and binder clips do more than keep papers together.  We will also share some of our favorite ways 
that we use our "hacks", some of our favorite commercially available technology, and some of our favorite 
websites that we use with our students.  
 

 TLW describe examples of how common, everyday objects can be used to adapt or create modifications 
to help students access technology. 

 TLW describe the process for adapting PowerPoint presentations to enable switch accessibility for 
student engagement 

 TLW identify objects that can be easily and inexpensively modified to support student accessibility 
success." 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have invited a special group of assistive technology vendors to 
showcase their programs and products TODAY ONLY.  Please visit 

them in the foyer to see what’s new and get your questions 
answered. 

 
 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN          11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

A list of area restaurants is available at the registration desk. 
Sessions will resume promptly at 1:00 pm. 
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AT for VI: Great Stuff...Great Fit? 

Allen Huang 
 
Room:   Quarter Horse / Palomino 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced    
Presentation Focus:  K - 12 Grade applicable, Technology Integration, Screen Alternatives (Braille, large print, 
speech output)    
 
Many great developments have taken place in the field of assistive technology for individuals with visual 
impairments and blindness.  New devices have become “smart” in addition to well-known visual and braille 
access features, allowing for better integration with technologies that are increasingly common in schools 
today.  However, additional features in these new devices create new challenges for ensuring the 
appropriateness of AT being provided to students; are these devices even the best just because they are new? 
In this session, several great, new devices like the Humanware BrailleNote Touch and APH MATT Connect will 
be displayed and discussed, factors important to consider in determining AT appropriateness will be discussed, 
and case studies will be presented to help participants apply what they have learned.  Furthermore, possible 
alternatives to these new devices will be discussed to present participants with a range of ideas for meeting 
their students’ needs. 
 

 TLW identify the newest AT devices in the field of VI that correspond with specific levels and forms of VI 
and blindness, including the smart features that set them apart from existing devices                                                    

 TLW identify and explain key factors that contribute towards determining the appropriateness of a 
given AT devices for individual students                                                                                                                                                                      

 TLW describe and match discussed devices appropriately to student needs using case study examples 
 
 

Using Story Boxes for Children's Literature 
Sharon Stone and Andrea Leatherwood 

 
Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification, Physical 
Disabilities, Speech/Language Interventions, AIM, Applicable to K-6 grades 
 
Children love to hear stories and to be engaged.  Students with low vision and cognitive impairments as well as 
higher achieving students with special needs can participate in a hands-on literacy experience by visualizing the 
read aloud with characters and objects in the stories.  A story box is a collection of items in a box or a bag that 
relate to the story elements.  Even though these boxes are designed for children with visual impairments, they 

1:00 – 2:00 PM 
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can help teach students to sequence events, identify characters, and enrich vocabulary.  Story boxes will add a 
fun and engaging element to your literature instruction. 
 

 TLW be able to adapt literacy instruction by creating a story box for use with a chosen children's book. 
 TLW be able to adapt the story box to provide accommodations for students with needs ranging from 

visual/cognitive impairments to those with higher functioning skills. 
 TLW be able to create lessons and activities to use in conjunction with the boxes. 

 
 

Low Tech to High Tech Strategies for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
Shelia Garner and Emily Darr 

 
Room:  Salon 3 - 4 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Accessible Instructional Media, Autism 
Supports, K - 12 Grade applicable 
 
Low Tech to High Tech Strategies for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder will feature low, mid, and high 
tech strategies in the areas of communication, executive functioning, sensory needs, and social needs for 
children with autism spectrum disorder. Attendees will view technology examples being used through videos 
and leave with multiple strategies that can be used in classrooms and therapy sessions for multi-aged students. 
 

 TLW be able to describe multiple low-tech, mid-tech, and high-tech strategies in the areas of 
communication, executive functioning, sensory needs, and social needs for students with autism 
spectrum disorder. 

  TLW be able to identify a variety of strategies that may be implemented within their 
classrooms/therapy sessions when working with multi-aged students with autism spectrum disorder 

 Through use of video models and examples, participants will be able to describe low-tech, mid-tech, 
and high-tech strategies to address the areas of communication, executive functioning, sensory needs, 
and social needs for student with autism spectrum disorder. 
 
 

Apps for the Management of Stress and Anxiety 
Stephanie Lancaster 

 
Room:  Williamson 
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Behavioral/Emotional Disorders, Evidence-based Practices, Transition,  
K - 12 Grade applicable 
                       
Inclusion/cooperative learning stress and anxiety have been shown to interfere with both engagement and 
performance impacting success in school and other areas of life. Recent trends in mobile technologies offer a 
new and promising approach to support the adoption and maintenance of appropriate stress management 
techniques.   However, only few studies have dealt with the inclusion of evidence -based content within stress 
management apps for mobile phones.  In this session, the results of a study done to evaluate stress 
management apps will be shared along with information on a taxonomy of effective emotion-focused stress 
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management techniques and an established taxonomy of behavior change techniques.  Participants will learn 
about specific apps that can be used to manage stress and anxiety as well as how to evaluate other apps being 
considered for use in this way. 
 

 TLW discuss current trends in research on the effectiveness of using apps to target stress and anxiety. 
 TLW compare stress management apps with the evidence on stress management strategies. 
 TLW identify 3 apps that can be used in the management of stress and anxiety. 
 TLW integrate criteria and instruments shared in this session into the practices for evaluating apps 

targeting stress and anxiety. 
 
 

Does Picture Type Matter for Preschool Children with Autism Who Use AAC? 
Jillian McCarthy and Vickie Barnes 

  
Room:  Franklin 
Skill Level:  Intermediate  
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Autism Supports, Speech/Language 
Interventions 
 
Results from a pilot study examining the importance of picture type – abstract line drawing compared to real 
photographs – within AAC devices during requesting tasks for preschool children with Autism will be discussed.  
The clinical implications for picture type when setting up AAC strategies will be considered. 
 

 TLW discuss the rationale behind comparing picture representations used within AAC devices for 
preschool age children with Autism. 

 TLW disseminate the preliminary results of the current study, examining the picture type during 
requesting tasks for preschool children with Autism. 

 TLW discuss the potential clinical impact of selecting abstract or concrete pictures for AAC systems, as 
well as the impact of the use of AAC (e.g., increase of vocalizations and decrease behavior) for all 
children who might benefit from AAC strategies. 

 
 

 
Possible Applications of 3D Printing in Assistive Technology 

Cole Carter and Kim Richard 
 

Room:  Quarter Horse / Palomino 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Physical Disabilities, Curriculum Modification  
 

2:15 – 3:15 PM 
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3D printing has been shown to have promising outcomes in regards to cost effective, customizable assistive 
devices. 3D printing can be used in a special education setting to manufacture educational tools and models, 
which may benefit children with physical or intellectual disabilities. 3D printing can also be used to fabricate 
prostheses and orthoses that can be easily replaced, which is beneficial considering how quickly children 
outgrow these devices. We will illustrate the benefits of 3D printed learning tools and assistive devices and 
discuss our project, Appalachian Hand Makers, as it pertains to how 3D printed prosthetic hands may improve 
the quality of life of children with congenital or traumatic hand deformities.   
 
3D printers can also be used to manufacture low cost, customizable educational aids which may serve to 
facilitate tactile learning in students will special challenges. Our current research involves using technology 
provided by e-NABLE, which is a worldwide non-profit organization that seeks to provide low cost 3D printed 
prostheses to people in need.  
 

 TLW identify and describe how 3D printing technology and the fabrication of customized learning tools 
may be used in the special education setting. 

 TLW describe multiple ways in which 3D printing technology may benefit the physically disabled. 
 TLW describe the goals of the Appalachian Hand Makers project and how 3D printed prosthetic hands 

may improve the quality of life of children with hand deformities. 
 
 

Communication APPs:  Where to Begin… 
Dr. Alexandra Da Fonte, Kayla Richardson, Haley Neil and Shaylin Curry 

 
Room:  Salon 1- 2 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication  
 
Alternative and augmented communication (AAC) is a research proven practice to use with students with 
communication needs.  With the development of personal tablets, the utilization of technology applications 
(APPs) has changed the mode of AAC for many students and their families.  Currently, there are over 250 AAC 
APPs to choose from and that number is continuously increasing.  Families and teachers need to work together 
in identifying the most effective APP for each student.  Unfortunately, the “individualization” component that 
is key to successful communication is being lost with the increase request from families, therapist, and 
teachers to use the same communication APPs for all students.  This lack of individualization makes it 
challenging for the student to learn the system and for them to be successful with its use.  Every APP has its 
strengths and weaknesses.  Therefore, to families and professional need to ensure the most effective APP is 
being selected for each student.  This presentation will discuss the challenges in this process and will share a 
feature matching evaluation tool to systematically identify the most effective APPs for a student.  
 

 TLW outline the function of using an APP for AAC. 
 TLW identify available rubrics to evaluate APPs for AAC. 
 TLW utilize rubrics to evaluate APPs for students’ use. 
 TLW outline the importance of feature matching. 
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Enhancing Learning Through the Use of Tech Tools for Retrieval Practice 
Stephanie Lancaster 

 
Room:   Williamson 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Assessment, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Evidence-
based Practices, K - 12 Grade applicable, Technology Integration, Universal Design for Learning  
 
When we think about learning, we typically focus on getting information into students’ heads.  What if, 
instead, we focus on getting information out of students’ heads?  Retrieval practice is a learning strategy that is 
rapidly gaining research backing that looks at calling information to mind to improve understanding, learning, 
and memory.  In this session, we will discuss how technology ranging from low-tech to high-tech can be 
integrated into teaching and learning to facilitate retrieval practice, and examples of free and low-cost tech 
tools will be demonstrated and resources shared with participants. 
 

 TLW define the term "retrieval practice" 
 TLW independently describe and summarize what the research says about using retrieval practice to 

facilitate learning. 
 TLW identify 3 tech tools that can be used in retrieval practice. 
 TLW list 3 resources that can be used for finding out more information about retrieval practice. 

 
 
 

Tennessee Disability Pathfinder:  Your Navigator on the Path to Community Services 
Megan Hart and Alicia Cumberbatch 

 
Room: Franklin 
 
Do you have students or clients needing additional services, but they don't know where or how to access 
them?  Tennessee Disability Pathfinder can help!  Tennessee Disability Pathfinder is a statewide project of the 
Vanderbilt Kennedy Center and Council on Developmental Disabilities that includes:  information and referral 
services, multicultural outreach program, community trainings, and website of local, state and national 
resources.  Information provided will include practical tips on accessing disability resources for individuals of all 
ages, all types of disabilities, and all nationalities. 
 

 Participants will be able to describe the services Tennessee Disability Pathfinder provides. 
 Participants will be able to search Pathfinder's website to find agency resources. 
 Participants will be able to identify programs and services that offer assistance for immigrants and 

refugees with disabilities through Pathfinder's multicultural program. 
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           Introduction to Proloquo2Go: The Basics   
(Part 1 of a 2-block session) 

Susan Holton 
 
Room:   Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Beginner level  
** In order to participate fully with this hands-on session, attendees should bring a mobile device equipped 
with the latest version of Proloquo2Go.  This is an extended learning session scheduled from 2:15 – 4:00 pm.  
 
Proloquo2go provides an outstanding, inexpensive means for providing AAC intervention with a mobile device. 
In this BEGINNER LEVEL session, we will introduce the app and its many features, explore the navigational 
interface, and provide instruction for basic development of communication pages.  The app now boasts "core 
vocabulary" that makes programming for students so much easier and more appropriate. It also has fun and 
motivating features that encourage students to communicate.   We will show you how you can use the app to 
develop AAC programs that meet individual communication needs and are encouraging and entertaining for 
your students.   
 

 TLW identify and describe the process for determining which Proloquo2go vocabulary best suits a 
student's needs                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 TLW demonstrate competency with navigation of user interface                                                                                                                  
 TLW demonstrate ability to back-up and restore students’ programs and move folders from one child's 

program to another  
 TLW demonstrate the ability to add buttons and customize with different images, voices, expressions 

and sounds                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 

 
 

 
Introduction to Proloquo2Go: The Basics   

 (Continuation of a 2-block session) 
Susan Holton 

Room:     Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Beginner (Part 2 of 2) 
This block is the continuation of an extended learning session beginning at 2:15 pm.  
 
 

 
 

3:30 – 4:30 PM 
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Dawn to Dusk: Core Throughout the Day 

Claire Campbell 
Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Speech/Language Interventions, K - 12 
Grade applicable 
 
Save time on programming and stop scratching your head over how to target language outside the therapy 
room!  Come learn about core words and how the same small set of words can be used all day long during the 
activities you're already doing.  Content will apply both to academic and home settings and both first words 
and sentence generation will be discussed.  Participants will leave with a list of frequently used core words and 
easy, realistic activities for targeting them. Information will be relevant to a variety of no-, low- or high-tech 
 

 TLW be able to identify key features of core vocabulary  
 TLW be able to list at least three activities that can be used to target the same set of core words 
 TLW be able to list at least three environments in which core can be targeted without reprogramming a 

device, 4) be able to list at least three communicative functions that can be targeted with core 
vocabulary communication systems and to those with developing verbal speech 

 

 
Read Aloud Testing Made Easy with Audio Exam Creator & Player on iOS and Chromebook 

Mike Matvy 
 
Room:   Quarter Horse / Palomino 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced  
Presentation Focus:  Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Assessment, AIM, K - 12 Grade applicable  
 
Imagine a world where teachers report that read-aloud testing is easy and requires little of their time, students 
are eager to use read-aloud testing at their desks in their regular classroom, administrators encourage teachers 
to do read-aloud testing with more of their students, and readers produce a recording that can be monitored 
before being used and reused by students.  This is the world of read-aloud testing with Audio Exam Creator & 
Player.  Teachers, aides, or parent volunteers at home record a test – recording a 20 question test in 7 to 9 
minutes, distributing it to a classroom with a click using the Cloud.  With improved comprehension test results 
reflect what the student knows about the subject, and with fast aural reading, they finish with their 
classmates.  Students start with human speech and transition to mechanical speech to prepare for online 
standardized testing. 

 
 TLW locate and install the free Audio Exam Player on to any iPad/iPhone/iPod 
 TLW describe the three steps for read-aloud testing using the Audio Exam Creator & Player 
 TLW describe the process for navigating the app to (A) import text for test questions, (B) record the 

audio for individual test questions, monitor the quality of reading  
 TLW in detail, describe how students will download tests and complete read-aloud testing with the 

Audio Exam Player in the classroom                                                                                                                  
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  TLW describe the advantages teachers and students will have using an electronic support for read-

aloud testing 
 
 

Using PowerPoint to Create Interactive Learning Tools 
Ezra Reynolds 

 
Room:   Williamson 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Intermediate  
 
PowerPoint is installed on most educational computers. In lieu of more expensive software geared to special-
education needs, PowerPoint can be leveraged to meet many needs for differentiated instruction in a 
classroom without buying additional software. PowerPoint can do much more than just simple slide shows. 
PowerPoint can be made to be interactive. Read a book aloud. Build your own switch-accessible activities with 
just PowerPoint. You can make a book with multiple pathways (such as a choose-your-own-adventure).  You 
can make a simple augmentative communication device (on par with a Go-Talk).  You can make a PowerPoint 
that scans through choices by itself.  This presentation will demonstrate how to make many different types of 
adaptive and interactive PowerPoint activities. 
 

 TLW demonstrate the ability to make interactive PowerPoint for single-switch access 
 TLW independently add voice recordings to stories in PowerPoint to create talking books  
 TLW identify a multitude of ways to use PowerPoint to support active learning and engagement in the 

classroom 
 
 
 

Providing Access to Communication and the Curriculum through Eye Gaze Technology 
Janice Reese 

Room:   Franklin 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced  
Presentation Focus:  Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modifications, Physical Disabilities, AIM, K - 12 
Grade applicable  
 
 In this session, we will explore the use of eye gaze control as a means of accessibility for students with 
complex physical and/or communication needs.  We’ll look at the process of using a simple checklist for 
screening students for potential use of eye gaze access and introduce a range of supports (printable no-tech 
supports to high-tech dynamic displays) that can be used to provide eye gaze for communication and 
engagement. Ivy Rose, an extremely bright 11-year old student with complex physical disabilities, will join us to 
provide a demonstration of eye gaze control using her Tobii I-12 device for communication and engagement 
with modified curriculum content. 
 

 TLW describe use of basic skills checklist tool to assess student's ability to use eye gaze access 
effectively for communication and engagement                                                                                                                                                 

 TLW identify and describe multiple eye gaze technologies (no-tech to high-tech options)                                                                                                                                                   
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 TLW identify apps and software supports that can be used to provide eye gaze training and modify 

content for accessibility on high-tech AAC systems   
 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 01, 2017 

 
Smart Assistants (Echo, Google Home, etc.) and How They Can Be Used as AT 

Ezra Reynolds 
 
Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Presentation Focus:  Environmental Access & Control, K - 12 Grade applicable, Technology Integration, UDL 
 
Smart home assistants such as the Amazon Echo and Google Home have recently made many things in a home 
controllable. This means someone who can speak can control various things in their house such as 
temperature, outlets lights, fans, TV, etc.  Previously, systems to control all these things usually started for 
several thousand dollars; having these devices be available for $100 is a huge advancement.  This session will 
look at some of the different types of devices on the market and how they can be integrated and controlled.  
Other software such "if this, then that" can act as spackle to tie your devices together in for even greater 
automation and control.  
 

 TLW identify some of the different devices that are on the market and how they work together to 
improve life for people with disabilities.  

 TLW describe some of the basic capabilities of "if this, then that" software.  
 TLW identify at least ways in which these devices could improve accessibility in the home and in the 

classroom for a disabled individual.  
 
 

Beyond Requesting: I Have More to Say 
Loyal Truong and Patrick Brune 
Tobii Dynavox Representatives 

 
Room:   Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Intermediate  
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Evidence-based Practices, K - 12 Grade 
applicable, Technology Integration 
 
In this session, participants will review implementation strategies that develop language skills for AAC users 
that go beyond requesting, into the world of asking questions, making comments, protesting, expressing 
opinions, and other communicative functions.  We will use lecture, discussion, video examples, and small-
group activities to explore the power of various communicative functions.  Through vocabulary identification, 

8:00 - 9:00 AM  
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teaching strategies, and specific ways to facilitate communication beyond requesting, these strategies can be 
applied for AAC communicators of all ability levels. 
 

 TLW identify three communicative functions beyond requesting. 
 TLW describe two partner communication strategies that move AAC communicators beyond 

requesting. 
 TLW identify messages and corresponding communicative functions within motivating activities.  

 
 

Dyslexia and Technology: Tools for Reading and Writing 
Krista Bolen and Anna Thorsen 

 
Room:   Williamson 
Presentation Focus:  Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Applicable to K-6 grades, Applicable to 7-12 grades, 
Technology Integration, Universal Design for Learning, Curriculum Accommodations, AIM, Literacy 
 
 It is reported that up to 1 in 5 people have dyslexia.  Dyslexia is a neurological difference that affects how 
written language is processed.  This can cause mild to severe difficulties in reading and writing for students, 
and may impact performance and access to curriculum.  In this presentation, you will learn about 
characteristics of dyslexia from an advocate, parent, and person with dyslexia.  You will hear how the State of 
Tennessee is addressing dyslexia in schools, and what you can do if you suspect your child might be 
affected.  You will also learn about technology tools to help overcome barriers with reading and 
writing.  Various educational technology, assistive technology, and commercially available tools will be 
showcased along with inexpensive and free services for students with disabilities and reading problems.  
 

 TLW describe the characteristics of dyslexia and be able to locate resources for parents and schools  
 TLW identify skills related to reading and writing that may affect performance 
 TLW identify and describe different technology tools that can be used to support students who present 

with reading and writing deficits 
 
 

Using LAMP Components to Create a County Wide Initiative to Increase Communication 
Jill Slaughter 

 
Room:  Franklin 
Skill Level:  All Levels 
Presentation Focus:  AAC, Autism Supports, Speech Language Intervention 
 
Is your county behind in the AAC world?  Do you want to make a better attempt at providing effective 
communication for your students who are eligible to take the MSAA?  Join me in this session to hear about 
Maury County’s journey to answering these questions.  We were inspired by a LAMP training (Language 
Acquisition through Motor Planning) by the AAC and Autism Center.  See how we have taken LAMP and other 
software and materials to create a county wide initiative to increase communication. 
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 TLW identify LAMP and the Words for Life app. 
 TLW describe ways to motivate students to communicate. 
 TLW identify two key materials to begin the process of learning “core” vocabulary. 

 
The Conversation Tree: Teaching Conversation Using Visuals 

Christy Lucich and Christle Price 
 
Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated 
Instruction, AAC  
 
As educators, we realize that conversational skills are an area of weakness for our students.  The rules seem 
complex.  Our students don't understand how to take another student's prospective.  Often, we decide this 
skill is beyond what our students are able to learn.  This difficulty occurs due a deficit in the area of "Theory of 
Mind."  In this session, we will take a look at "Theory of Mind" and how it impacts our students.  We will 
discuss the components of conversation and ways we can teach these skills to our students through the idea of 
the conversation tree.  The conversation tree is an idea developed by Marcia Garcia Winner in her book 
"Thinking About You Thinking About Me" in order to teach children how to engage in conversation. 
 

 TLW define the concept ""theory of mind"" and describe how it impacts our students. 
 TLW define the components of conversation. 
 TLW describe two ways to implement the conversation tree in a social skills group or classroom setting. 

 
LessonPix 2.0 

Karen Moffatt and Rebecca Barr 
 
Room:  Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Intermediate to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Augmentative & Alternative Communication, Accessible Instructional Media, Autism 
Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification, Speech/Language Interventions, K - 12 
Grade applicable, Specific to Early Intervention  
 
LessonPix is capable of more than creating picture boards. Translation, social stories, customized pictures and 
more are built in to this customizable program. If you are already familiar with the basics, come learn about 
some of the advanced features this program provides. 
 

 TLW be able to identify advanced components of Lessonpix                                                                          
 TLW be able to create intricate interactive materials using LessonPix 
 TLW be able to demonstrate the skills needed to coach team members on the use of LessonPix 

 

9:15 – 10:15 AM  
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Creating a Total-Communication Preschool Classroom: A Case Example 
Janice Reese 

 
Room:  Williamson 
Presentation Focus:  AAC, Accessible Instructional Media, Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, 
Curriculum Modification, Speech/Language Interventions, K - 12 Grade applicable, Specific to Early 
Intervention  
 
Using a small grant provided by the Tennessee Department of Education, our assistive technology center has 
begun modifying a developmental preschool classroom to incorporate a 'total communication' emphasis.  In 
this session, we will look at the rationale behind this project, the list of items purchased and/or fabricated for 
use, and the plan for total team involvement to implement AAC use and carryover with this young group of 
students who have complex communication needs. 
  

 TLW identify the rationale behind creation of a total communication classroom                                                                                         
 TLW identify the tools and visual supports purchased for placement within the classroom                                                                                                                                     
 TLW describe how activities within the curriculum can be adapted to support student engagement and 

communication                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 TLW identify multiple resources for gathering visual supports for use within the daily routine 

 
 
 

Technology Supports for Students that are Deaf or Hard of Hearing 
Robert Palmquist 

Auditory Sciences Representative 
 
Room:   Franklin 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
**Attendees should bring a smartphone or laptop PC to participate fully with this session. 
 
The good news is that by identifying hearing loss at birth, children who are Hard of Hearing are now often 
entering school with age-appropriate language skills. However, keeping pace with learning is a challenge for 
these students as they continually miss portions of what their teachers and peers are saying. For hard-of-
hearing students that start their school years with age appropriate language skills, a full 13% will have already 
developed a learning gap by the second grade. This percentage along with the size of the gap increases in 
subsequent grades. The need for affordable and effective approaches that support these students throughout 
their school years and beyond is apparent. In this session we will cover ways that you can better support these 
students, including an overview of the various approaches to provide notes and transcriptions for students that 
are Deaf or Hard of Hearing.  As part of the presentation, each attendee will be able to view a live transcription 
of the presentation using their own device just like students would sitting in a classroom.  Mr. Palmquist will 
give this presentation remotely.  
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 TLW be able to identify at least three technology supports that can be used to provide note-taking 

support for students who are deaf or hard of hearing.                                        
 TLW be able to describe the process for procuring and installing such programs in the classroom. 
 TLW be able to provide instruction for student users. 

 
 
 

 
Let’s Read:  Strategies and Interventions for Teaching Literacy Skills 

to Children Who Benefit from AAC Strategies 
Dr. Jillian McCarthy 

 
Room:    Salon 3 - 4 
Presentation Focus:  AAC, Literacy, Evidence-based Practices, Speech/Language Interventions, K – 12 Grade 
applicable, Universal Design for Learning 
 
Literacy provides students with independence to read and express novel thoughts, share ideas, and 
communicate with others.  However, many students with complex communication needs (CCN) who benefit 
from AAC strategies struggle to develop basic literacy skills.  Have you wondered what literacy programs might 
be available for children with CCN?  What ages do the programs target?  Can you use the programs with 
anyone?  How can you incorporate the programs or applications in the classroom setting?  This session will 
specifically address these questions.  Participants will review the skills necessary for successful word reading 
and spelling development, briefly discuss current research practices, and examine applications and programs 
currently available that could be used by students or groups of students.  Specifically, the Accessible Language 
and Literacy (ALL) program and Tell Me Program: AAC in the Preschool Classroom will be demonstrated.  Case 
studies will be presented to highlight particular features these programs. 
 

 Participants will be able discuss the current literature and identify the skills necessary for successful 
word reading and spelling. 

 Participants will be able to discuss up to two literacy programs for advancing word reading that could 
be implemented in a classroom setting for children who use AAC strategies. 

 Participants will be able to classify word reading and comprehension strategies, as well as literacy 
applications/programs, for preschool – high school age students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:30 – 11:30 AM  
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Modifying the Learning Environment to Increase Active Participation and Decrease 

Unwanted Behaviors for Young Children with Sensory Loss and/or Complex Learning or 
Medical Needs 

Suzanne Dinwiddie 
Room:   Williamson 
Skill Level:  All Levels 
Presentation Focus:  Deaf and/or Hard of Hearing, AAC, Accessible Instructional Media, Physical Disabilities, 
Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated Instruction, PreK - 3 Grade applicable 
 
Over 85% of all children with multiple impairments have a sensory loss (hearing and/or vision) or sensory 
processing difficulties. The beginning stages of learning for all children is visually motivated, enhanced by 
auditory recognition and driven by incidental learning. Sensory loss challenges require unique materials and 
teaching strategies to provide optimal results in learning and encourage active participation in the classroom. 
This presentation discusses simple, “low tech” ideas to modify the classroom for children with sensory 
impairments. 

 TLW be able to identify at least three teaching strategies that can be used to support students with 
sensory impairments, particularly those affecting vision and hearing. 

 TLW be able to identify unique "low tech" instructional materials that can be purchased or fabricated to 
modify the curriculum for students with multi-sensory impairments. 

 TLW be able to describe ideas for adapting their own classroom environment or activities to meet the 
unique needs of students with hearing and/or vision loss. 

 

 
The Dynamic Duo: EquatIO and Read&Write 

Jon McPeters, TextHelp Representative 
 
Room:   Franklin 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification,  
K - 12 Grade applicable 
** Attendees are encouraged to bring your own device to install the free versions of both tools 
 
Differentiating instruction in the classroom can be challenging. Even when we have new the latest technology, 
often we have difficulty finding just the right tools to reach a broad range of learners. This is where 
Read&Write for Google and EquatIO come in. Read&Write is a literacy extension with tools like text-to-speech, 
vocabulary builders and highlighters. EquatIO makes it quick and easy to create equations, graphs, stats, 
displays and math quizzes in Google Docs, Sheets, Drawings, Slides or Forms.  
 

 TLW be able to locate and install free versions of both Read&Write and EquatIO 
 TLW be able to describe the basic features found within these supportive programs and identify means 

of implementing it into classroom use                                                                                                            
 TLW demonstrate the skill and competency of program navigation necessary to teach others how to 

begin using it 
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ADVANCED Instruction for Proloquo2Go:  

Creating Custom Pages for Communication and Academic Content    
(Part 1 of 2-block session) 

Susan Holton 
Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Skill Level:  Intermediate to Advanced 
** In order to participate fully with this hands-on session, attendees should bring a mobile device equipped 
with the latest version of Proloquo2Go.  
 
This INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED hands-on session will explore the newest features and demonstrate 
innovative ways in which Proloquo2go can be used for more than just augmentative communication. We will 
develop language activities including literacy, explore the LAMP (Language Acquisition and Motor Planning) 
communication strategy and show you how to create boards using this framework, and provide examples of 
how to make communication motivating, contemporary and fun for all age groups from Preschool to adults.  
 

 TLW be able to identify at least three new features of the program 
 TLW be able to identify the components of the LAMP strategy for AAC instruction                                         
 TLW be able to describe the process for creating interactive pages for AAC and academic instruction 
 TLW be able to identify at least three ways to make communication more age-appropriate and 

engaging for student user. 
 

 

Got Google...Now What? 
Karen Moffat and Rebecca Barr 

 
Room:   Williamson 
Skill Level:  Beginner to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Accessible Instructional Media, Curriculum Modification, Hands-on technology 
instruction, K - 12 Grade applicable                                                                                                          
 
Is your school system or work place now a Google site? If so, come learn the power of this fully integrated 
system of apps and how they support students with disabilities and the amazing teachers/therapists who work 
with them.         
 

 TLW be able to identify the primary components of G Suite.                                                                
 TLW be able to identify ways to utilize the apps in G Suite to differentiate support to students with 

special needs.                                                                                                                                           
 TLW be able identify diverse ways to utilize the apps in G Suite to support teachers/therapists. 

 
 

 

11:45 – 12:45 PM  
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ADVANCED Instruction for Proloquo2Go:  
Creating Custom Pages for Communication and Academic Content    

(Continuation of 2-block session) 
Susan Holton 

Room:  Salon 1 - 2 
Skill Level:  Intermediate to Advanced   
This block is the continuation of an extended learning session beginning at 10:30 am.  
 
 
 

AAC and Visual Supports from the Ground Up 
Jill Slaughter 

 
Room: Salon 3 - 4 
Skill Level:  Beginners 
Presentation Focus:  Autism Supports, Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, Curriculum Modification/Differentiated 
Instruction, AAC 
                                      
In the session, we will take a look at various ways to incorporate visuals into your daily classroom routine.  
Covering topics that include beginning AAC, core vocabulary, fringe vocabulary, curriculum instruction using 
visuals, interactive word wall, visual schedules, social stories, and resources to support them.  We will discuss 
different resources for creating the visuals and my favorite “go to” blogs and resources.  Get ready for an 
overload of information! 
 

 TLW identify three ways to incorporate visuals into the daily classroom routine 
 TLW demonstrate an understanding of visual schedules and social stories and how they can be used to 

support learners 
 TLW identify three resources for classroom ideas and to learn more about the use of visual supports 

 
 

Advanced AT for Students with Dyslexia:   
Reading by Listening, Writing Through Speech 

Mike Matvy, Creator of AudioExam / DyslexiaTech 
 
Room:   Franklin 
Skill Level:  Intermediate to Advanced 
Presentation Focus:  Advanced Cognitive/Learning Disabilities, AIM, K - 12 Grade applicable  
 
Capable students with dyslexia read rapidly and effortlessly using text-to-speech (TTS), a technique referred to 
as ‘reading by listening’.  They write as fast as they can speak using writing by speaking (voice dictation).  This 
session will show you the universal design features built-in to Apple products that lets students take control of 
their own reading and writing accommodations to quickly and effortlessly “read” their favorite novels, 
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magazines, newspapers, tweets, emails, and webpages, as well as grade level textbooks, teacher handouts, 
and tests – reading by listening at 250 to 350+ wpm with good comprehension.  Bright students with dyslexia 
also write as fast as they can speak using writing by speaking, excel academically, even in honors classes, and 
join their intellectual peers in preparing for a future full of opportunities, limited only by their abilities and 
imagination. 
 

 TLW identify two universal design features that enables students to independently read by listening 
 TLW identify one universal design feature that enables students to independently write by speaking 
 TLW identify mobile apps that can be used to take a picture and convert printed material into spoken 

word (TTS) 
 TLW identify devices/apps that will enable students to “read” audiobooks aloud from Learning Ally, 

BookShare or National Library Service 
 TLW describe the advantages students with dyslexia gain when equipped with tools to enable 

independent writing through voice dictation and reading through listening (TTS). 
 

 
 
 

DON’T LEAVE EARLY… 
 

 DOOR PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN AWAY AT 1:00 UPON CONCLUSION OF SESSIONS! 
 


